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I cannot ask you to postpone your intended journey till after this time, as
it might expose you to much inconvenience. Still, I will confess to you
that the hope of meeting you, and of revisiting with you the scenes and
friends of our youth, has dwelt upon my mind since we first conversed
together on the subject. Nothing could give me greater pleasure than
such an occasion ; and, if more pressing engagements should require your
absence at the time I have mentioned, I shall look forward at a future day
' to realize this hope.

" With sincere regard, I am, my dear sir,

" Truly your friend,

"LEWIS CASS."

[TO CHEXERAL CASS.]

"My DEAR Sm: I have received your letter of the 17th instant. A
journey to the West has long been in contemplation by me, but I have not
yet been able to accomplish it. Every other year the session of Congress
has been so far protracted as to forbid the undertaking for that season, and
professional duties have allowed me no leisure, hitherto, in the intervening-
years. In addition to these causes, the political state of things has, for
some time, been such that the motive and objects of such a tour would
have been very likely to be misinterpreted and misunderstood.

" In this last respect, the present moment seems favorable; and, as
I have found myself able to make the necessary arrangements with niy
professional engagements, I have thought it not well to defer longer the
execution of that which has been already a good while postponed.

" Nevertheless, I am very unwilling to miss your visit to New England;
and, although I might even make that sacrifice hi the hope that you would,
as you suggest, hereafter repeat your visit, I still feel great reluctance in
being from home when the President comes to Massachusetts. In the first
place, it would give me pleasure to see him, and to extend to him and liis
party the hospitalities of my house, as well as to unite with my friends and
neighbors in such manifestations of respect as are due to him; and, in the
next place, my absence on such an occasion, when it was known that a visit
from him to this part of the country was intended, may be liable to much
misconstruction.

" I am inclined, therefore, at all events, to be at home by the time the
President reaches Boston. My plan has been to return by the 1st of July,
if I shall not be able to accomplish all I intend, and return earlier than that
day. ' But, under present circumstances, I shall abridge the extent of my
travels, so as to be able to return to Boston by the 20th of June.

" D. W."

Mr. Webster arrived at Albany, accompanied by Ms wife
and daughter, and by his friend Mr. Stephen White, in the
latter part of May. Agriculture was, as I have said, one of his